JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
facilitate the use of armed force. The Senate, however,
imposed so many conditions and added so many amendments
to the Bill that nothing came of it.
England promptly took advantage of this. In the Lower
House, Mr. Nathan, a Liberal, maintained that the export
of arms to Japan should be prohibited, and Mr. Lansbury,
leader of the Labour Party, asked Sir John Simon, the Foreign
Secretary, what action the Government proposed to take.
In his reply, Sir John Simon referred to the President's
message and said that there was no point in one country
alone prohibiting the export of arms. Mr. Lansbury then
asked whether any provision had been made for conferring
with the American and other Governments with a view to
prohibiting the export of arms should war break out. Sir
John Simon replied that the British Government and others
were exchanging views on the subject. The American Bill
had not yet been passed. The question must be regarded as
an international one.
Opinion in England on this matter was divided. The
Conservatives did not approve of an embargo. The Liberals
and the Labour Party demanded absolute prohibition.
The Government, after carefully considering the opinions
of both sides, decided for prohibition, and on February 27
Sir John Simon informed the House of Commons, in reply
to Mr. Lansbury, that the Government had decided not
to permit the export, either to China or Japan, of any of
the articles mentioned in the Arms Export Prohibition Order
of 1931, the decision to take effect from that day and to
remain in force until some international understanding
had been reached.
However, the British Government was disappointed
of its expectation that others would follow its lead. Not only
America, the originator of the idea, but also France, Czecho-
slovakia, and other important arms-exporting countries
refused to co-operate, and on March 13 the British Govern-
ment, after some hesitation, raised the embargo
completely.
After the question of arms, that of prohibiting the
export to Japan of credit, currency, raw cotton, and every
other kind of merchandise, as a means of bringing pressure
to bear on her, was debated in the House of Commons in
similar strain.